Language and Tech Diary

DAY ONE / FIRST CLASS
Today we went through all of the introduction formalities, met our lecturers and other class mates.  Although a little disorganised all seems good so far, I feel very comforted by the easy going attitude, unlike my first day of university ten years ago.  I started a bachelor of education at a large, prestigious university but I was lost and uninspired by the impersonal approach and sink or swim attitude of the establishment, this doesn’t seem the case at VU.  I attended O’day and remember clearly Anne and Tarqum telling us to simply turn up on the first day with a pen and paper, the rest will fall into place….and so far it has, so far, so good.   

We played a great game given to us by Julie, I think the lectures name was.  I am a little confused however at the statement that if we are asking more questions by the end of the year than now then the lecturers will have succeeded in there bid to turn us into good teachers.  This subject seems a little open ended and unclear right now but I think it’s going to be a journey of discovery. The high level of computer reliance has me a little worried, I never rely on anything or anyone.
We also to mess around on the laptops and search the Webct and talk to each other, we were set a task to find anecdotes, rhymes or jokes related to teaching, found some great ones, the best sites I found was:

Back to school Joke
Little Johnny had finished his summer vacation and gone back to school. Two days later his teacher phoned his mother to tell her that he was misbehaving.  "Wait a minute," said the Mother. "I had Johnny with me for three months and I never called you once when he misbehaved." 

http://www.youngchildrenslearning.ecsd.net/reggio%20emilia%20philosophy.htm
http://www.steiner-australia.org/other/overview.html
http://www.collingwood.vic.edu.au/
THE EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF THE CLASS:
*demonstrate an awareness of preferred learning styles enabling them to undertake   

  initial teaching experiences 

*present examples of competent writing in a range of genre; 

*develop competence in the use of information technology for the enhancement of 

  teaching and learning; 

*be able to discuss the interaction between education and society using an example  

  drawn from personal practice
WEEK TWO 

Today we found out about the P.I.R.L.S of education which are the basis of  the education style we are being taught throughout the entire course. 
P: PERSONAL: reflecting on yourself as a person, how we have learn, how we have 

               been taught

I: INQUIRE: Inquire about everything. Inquire until you feel your thirst for 

          knowledge is satisfied or until your questions are answered. The power           

          is ours and it is in our control as to how much we learn by the depth of 

          our inquiry.

R: REFLECTION: Reflect on everything you learn, see, here and do….reflect on 
                   classes, reflect on assessments, reflect on lecturers, reflect on 
                   relationships…..reflect and question everything for better              

                   understanding and where possible better outcomes or processes. 

L: LEARNING: Develop an active approach to learning become deep learners.

               Closely related to Inquire, we must  continue to remain open minded    

               and strive to learn to better ourselves as people, students and as 

               educators.  Also very important is learning how to learn, how you                 

               learn and how other people learn also.
S: SHARING: Share everything you learn with fellow students, teachers, lecturers and 

                        students. Don’t be afraid to verbalise or put onto paper anything you  

                        learn, to regurgitated and reflect on the pro’s and cons of what you 

                        have seen, learnt, experienced or heard.  Sharing also means sharing 

                        your knowledge, time and experience with the community and  

                        becoming involved in giving back to society.
We then broke off into separate groups to do some more get to know you activities that also introduced learning styles to us, by different interactive learning activities. 
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WEEK THREE

This week we had a lesson in the library, which we did on O’Day anyway and then with Anne we talked about using the computers as the technology part of the subject and we had to create a draft of a Who Am I? power point presentation.  I have some great ideas for what I’m going to put together.

WEEK FOUR

Well I was late, we were supposed to be here at 8am, very confusing we are always supposed to start at 8 but we have and will continue to start at 9, everyone else knew we were starting at 8 because they read their email from Anne, but I hadn’t seen it because I’m just not in the routine of checking emails everyday yet.   Walked in on the class watching the Chinese film “NOT ONE LESS”  entirely subtitled, it wasn’t that bad, even if I did miss the start.  The film was all about a poor rural school in China, the middle aged make teacher had to leave for some time and found a young girl to replace him.  The young girl was hardly educated herself and had to make sure there was not one less student when the head teacher returned.  We have to complete as response on the film, reflecting on our own educational experiences in comparison with the film.
WEEK FIVE
We were all together and presented three different types of social research inquiries, from Anne. Tarquam and Julie….this is highlighting an important part of the PIRLS, if we know little about something or want to know more, this is a basic framework as to how to go about learning more……a good start to understand what is expected of us with this assessment piece.  
WEEK SIX

All together again we looked at different learning styles and were set a task to reflect on our own learning styles.  Learnt all about the left and right sides of the brain and their learning functions also too the four personality types and the different learning styles:

Jung Theory
Extravert – Introvert


Sensory – Interactive

Thinking – Feeling 


Judging – Perceiving  

Kolb

Visual  - Auditory  -  Kinaesthetic  

Solomans
Active-Reflective

Sensing-Intuitive

Visual – Verbal

Sequential - Global

Gardenr
Visual – Spacial

Verbal – Linguistic

Logical – Mathematical
Bodily – Kinesthetic

Musical – Rythmic

Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

WEEK SEVEN
ICT:  Information and communication technologies
Evaluating and assessing the use of technology in communicating information, creating better was of doing things with the use of technology, considering the benefits of using technology to assess learning, to relay information more effectively.  As teachers in this day and age it is important that we keep up to date with the advances in technology and through the course I have already encountered many and I am sure will encounter even more.  WEBCT, STUDENT EMAIL, LIBRARY DATABASE AND MORE.   ICT incorporates such things as education, entertainment, communication and language and more.

This was very beneficial in researching my social research inquiry, I have chosen to investigate the personal learning aids, such as LeapPads.

WEEK EIGHT
I was away had to work……hope I didn’t miss anything too important.
WEEK NINE

We spoke about partnerships today, not in much detail though.  I still haven’t got a partnership school, but I’m not worried I am sure everyone is doing their best, it can’t be easy with the increase of education students this year.  Today we did some project looking at all different things we need to know as teachers, it went right over my head, we had to look at the teaching frame work, curriculum learning goals, writing, children’s literature and other stuff…I had no understanding of where this came from and how we were supposed to get a clear understanding in this short time.  From looking over web ct every week I have learnt more than in class, but there is no emphasis on using webct, maybe it should be more interactive so as we have to use it rather than just using it as a referral.  
Monday the 16th of May
Lets start off with the negatives and get them out of the way…..I hadn’t been allocated a school to my knowledge and pretty much thought I would miss the first week due to the troubles the placement team were having keeping everyone happy.  I turned up Monday and Anne let me know I did have a school and it turned out I had had it all along (because I had chosen it on O’Day) needless to say I wasn’t having Tuesday off after all, so much for my full time job obligations that make it possible for me to service and struggle to attend University with a vision to improve myself and help others.  Anne let me know in no uncertain terms there was no way out I had to turn up on Tuesday (the next day) and that was that.  I rang work stuffed around five other employee and still had to go direct from Uni to work until 2am and then  wake at 6am to take the train to Collingwood.   While at work Monday evening I snuck a look on the internet to find out more about my school, well there is no such place as Collingwood Primary School, but using my initiative and hoping for the best figured that it must mean the Collingwood College…I made some calls…no one in the uni and found out I was OK.  Mind you I still have no idea what class I am going to.
Today we discussed the placement a lot, never the less our PE/Outdoor Ed gave us more information and access to the fourth years for some serious brain picking…it was great.   

Today we worked in our two groups again, but swapped over teachers, with Anne we gave stories of  a clear recollection of a specific time of learning or not learning in our life.  The best learning story, I felt was from Chelsea, who taught herself how to whistle, but she whistles breathing in and could only do it in front of the flywire with the window open (thinking the extra air was the reasoning behind her new found ability).  We the hoped onto the lap tops and played making power point presentations on good and bad points of good and bad teachers or our most vivid learning  experience and if we actually ended up learning anything.  Pia, Quaser and I did “THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY” of teachers and if Quaser gets around to emailing it to me it will take a place in my folio.

We then ventured into Tarquam’s room and spoke about observation and inquiry…performed an exercise in groups of three.  Through discussion we came to the conclusion that inquiry  should be questions you ask, not statement and assumptions you presume from your own limited knowledge  and they should be questions from observation, observation being simple direct observations, such as the environment, the mood, the subject…facts only. By doing so we open our minds to new methods, mind sets and meaning.  Now knowing that I am going to a school that has an alternative teaching style this should prove very handy.
WEEK 11
O’my god, what a waste of time, I just wanted to get on a computer with other people around and get work done. The time we spent listening to Michael and everyone asking questions and going around in circles four of us could have sat in the computer lab and finished our folios.  The entire e-folio really isn’t that hard it has just been unclear and confused, we should have just seen some examples and then been sent off to do it, one computer per person.  I have sent most of my assessment tasks to webct, I will make a cd with every file I have in relation to LTE to give to Anne and I will also finish off my website and hand Anne the Web address.

Feeling a little confused with my Partnership Project, haven’t spoken about it with the class teacher and haven’t seen my VU representative, never the less I have got an idea from discussions I overheard between staff and other student teachers.  (Group assembly each morning) Kids lacking discipline and concentration in class from the word go.

